CALL FOR CURRICULUM SUBMISSIONS

 Exploring the Roots of Youth Violence –

A Youth-Led Action Research
 Curriculum Guide

Derrion Albert, 16, a student at Fenger High School in Chicago died on September 24th 2009.  

This fact is sad on its face but it would have garnered little attention beyond that of his friends and family if his death had not been captured on a cell phone video.  The video shows Albert’s fatal beating as he walked into a melee, allegedly two gangs fighting, on a Chicago street.  The video shows a group striking him with boards and kicking him as he lay on a sidewalk.  This tragedy has captured the attention of the national media and politicians.

And yet, those of us who work here in Chicago with youth (as teachers, youth workers, mentors, etc…) are finding ourselves at a loss about how to help young people process the root causes of this violence and to ultimately heal.  When young people ask: “Why Did Derrion Die?” the answers developed by us, as adults, feel unsatisfactory and ultimately lacking.

The Chicago Freedom School, Project NIA and Teachers for Social Justice are partnering to develop a youth-led action research curriculum guide in order to contribute to the ongoing efforts by young people and their adult allies to analyze the root causes of youth violence and to create local solutions.

The question of “Why Did Derrion Die?” lends itself to city-wide youth-led action research projects.  What is currently missing however is a curriculum guide that can help youth workers and teachers to facilitate such projects.  

We invite all interested individuals to help us to develop the guide by submitting readings, activities and curricula ideas focused on helping young people to understand and to critically analyze the root causes of youth violence.  All submissions are due by December 15th 2009.  

Key Information

1. Join members of the coordinating committee at 9th Annual Chicago Area Teaching for Social Justice Curriculum Fair on Saturday November 21st 2009 from 10 to 5 p.m. to contribute to shaping the youth-led action research curriculum guide.

2. Curricula idea and activity submissions are due by December 15th 2009.  However, please submit your curriculum ideas and activities as soon as possible.

3. All submissions should be sent to projectnia@hotmail.com. 

4. The curriculum will be available for FREE downloading in late-January 2010.  The curriculum guide will be posted on the websites of the partner organizations.

5. The Chicago Freedom School will be offering small urgent action grants of up to $600 in order to help interested teachers, youth workers, and community members to implement youth-led research projects based on the guide.

6. All submissions will be properly credited in the curriculum guide.

Guidelines for Submissions

The roots of violence involving youth are widespread, interconnected and deep.  In Code of the Street, Elijah Anderson positions youth violence in an environmental context.  He argues that “the lack of jobs that pay a living wage, the stigma of race, the fallout from rampant drug use and drug trafficking, and the resulting alienation and lack of hope for the future” are the circumstances of life, encountered by many impoverished African-American adolescents, from which violence springs.  We would argue that many young people of all backgrounds are growing up in a culture that fosters and encourages violence.

We are soliciting submissions that seek to engage young people in thinking about the following questions:

· How can oppression (isms) be at the root of violence involving youth? 

· How can the youth justice system be at the root of violence involving youth?

· How can poverty and inequality be at the root of violence involving youth?

· How can the educational system be at the root of violence involving youth?

· How can community design (including urban planning) be at the root of violence involving youth?

· How can a lack of youth voice be at the root of violence involving young people?

· How can a lack of economic opportunity for youth be at the root of violence involving young people? 

· How can health (mental health, etc…) be at the root of violence involving youth?

· How can family issues be at the root of violence involving youth?

We ask that curriculum units are submitted using the following format:

UNIT TITLE

Grade Level(s):

Designed by: [include your name and affiliation]

Narrative Summary (Write a brief summary for facilitators that explains the purpose and goals of this unit?)

Time allocation (How long will it take to complete the unit?):

Objectives (What key knowledge and skills will youth acquire as a result of this unit?):

	Youth will know:


	Youth will be able to:

· In this column, be careful to steer away from activities.  Rather, these should be skills transferable to a variety of settings


Facilitator Preparation (What resources will help in facilitator preparation and/or youth learning?):

List here a bibliography (if applicable); include websites.

Materials Needed for this Unit:

Activities: 

Thinking like an activity designer, ask yourself the following questions: 

· What would be interesting and engaging activities on this topic?

· What resources and materials are available on this topic?

· What will youth be doing in and out of class? Will any assignments be given?

Please make sure that you write in a way that others can understand what to do.

Please keep in mind that most young people want to be active learners as you craft your activities.

It’s okay to include more activities than may actually be able to be taught.  These can be included as “extension” activities.

A good curriculum has consistent phrasing: 

· Have students…

· Give students…

We encourage some of the activities to develop young people’s research skills (if applicable).

If appropriate, include Resource Sheets with your unit.  These are very helpful to making sure that facilitators have the activities set up in a way that youth are active/involved learners.

	This project is sponsored and organized by the following organizations:

Chicago Freedom School – www.chicagofreedomschool.org
Teachers for Social Justice – www.teachersforjustice.org 

Project NIA – www.project-nia.org 

If you have any questions or concerns, contact Mariame Kaba at projectnia@hotmail.com 


�  Action research is a systematic process of inquiry, which involves gathering information about an issue or problem, analyzing the findings, and developing practical plans for affecting positive change.  It is motivated by the desire to investigate in order to better understand the root causes of social and political injustices, such as poverty, racism, youth violence, etc… and to develop action plans to address inequities.  One distinguishing feature of action research is that all stages of the process, from designing the project to deciding how its findings will be used, are carried out in cooperation with those people who are themselves affected by the situation under investigation.  The goal of action research is to gather new information so that participants can plan actions that will address their concerns and enhance the quality of people’s lives.





