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A National Conference on Education for Liberation

June 25 to 28, 2009

Houston, Texas

www.freemindsfreepeople.org
Proposal Deadline: January 19, 2009

Free Minds, Free People is a national conference that brings together teachers, high school and college students, researchers, parents and community-based activists/educators from across the country to build a movement to develop and promote Education for Liberation. One component of the conference is helping to develop a research agenda for Education for Liberation. By “Education for Liberation,” we mean a broad framework that encompasses an education intended to develop a critical social perspective and encourages people to act on that perspective. Critical consciousness means individual and community awareness of the internal and external forces that impact our daily lives and produce multiple forms of oppression and marginalization. We invite researchers and practitioners to submit ideas for panels or individual presentations.  

Broadly, we are interested in research that provides empirical evidence about the effect of education for liberation, that documents models of education that develop socio-political consciousness while building strong academic skills, that assesses the state of knowledge in relevant fields and research that helps practitioners do their work with greater fidelity and impact. We are also interested in research conceived and conducted by practitioners and youth. Some of the (overlapping) substantive areas we would like to highlight at the conference include:

School Reform & the Creation of New Inequities: Reframing the Neo-Liberal Agenda  

The neoliberal agenda in general promotes the primacy of the market, reducing the cost of labor, and privatizing all spheres of economic and social life. In education this agenda, when it is up front, promotes vouchers and challenges the legitimacy of public education. It has already resulted in the privatization of school resources, such as testing and auxiliary services (maintenance, food provision, etc.). Neoliberalism, further, attempts to appropriate discourses of equity to an agenda of privatization by contending that the testing/standards regime and school vouchers will not only improve school efficiency, but also promote greater equity, and close the achievement gap. Critics of neoliberal education policy argue that it reinforces existing and/or creates new educational inequities.  

We are interested in research that a) interrogates the neoliberal agenda as well as research that b) looks for alternatives to or reframes the neoliberal agenda. Possible panels or presentations might include:

· The Meaning and Practice of Neoliberal Reform: New Orleans as an example

· Contradictions in Neoliberal Reform: Opportunities and closed doors

· Reframing the neoliberal agenda, e.g., reframing choice, school safety, accountability, standards, merit pay, testing, outsourcing 

· Impact of zero-tolerance discipline policy

· Charter schools: Trojan horses for privatization or sites for creative experimentation or both?

· Gentrification and school reform

· The impact of curriculum narrowing on arts, social studies, science education

· The impact on school dropouts and rates of graduation of the testing regime


The Psychology of Oppression 

Birthed in the studies of Frantz Fanon and the experience of colonized societies,   oppression psychology exposes systemic oppression and its relationship to personal culpability. Fanon encouraged a critical consciousness that interrogated this belief by exposing the social function of oppression and assisting those in oppressive states to identify communal interests and rally power to bring about their liberation from oppression (Fanon, 2004). 

Panels or presentations in this area might include: 

· Critiques of current social and emotional learning programs which foster further containment and alienation.

· Analysis of models that engage marginalized youth in developing a) self-awareness and social consciousness, interpersonal skills, and awareness of collective efficacy to impact their environment; and b) decision-making skills and social responsibility for themselves and others

· Examples of collaborative efforts of school mental health professionals and educators in promoting liberatory education. 

Teacher Education for Social Justice 

Theorists and activists in the field of teacher education for social justice believe that education can be used as a vehicle to challenge and transform current patterns of inequity. Teacher education from such a perspective faces multiple challenges. Given the current neoliberal context that pushes a standards-based accountability system, schools of education often devalue any coursework that is not required for state certification. An additional challenge for preparing teachers to take up the charge of social justice education is the demographics of the teacher and teacher education population. Given that 90% of teacher educators are white and 88% of teacher education students are white females who have often grown up without broader analysis of social issues, teacher educators must work to transform their understandings of the world in a narrow time frame. Given this context, we are looking for presentations that expand upon these challenges of teacher education for social justice or that offer strategies for addressing these barriers. These may include:

· Research on teaching about race or racism

· Examinations of teacher education programs that attempt to support teaching for social justice

· Innovative teacher or teacher education projects in the field of SJE

· Teacher education that helps teachers work around or within the present educational context

· Teacher education that helps teachers develop a political consciousness

· Teachers reflecting on what was missing in their own preparation

· Youth panel on teaching—what do students wish their teachers were doing?

The Impact of Education for Liberation 

As already noted, we want to call explicit attention to the actual effects of various forms of Education for Liberation. This is important because understanding the possible impact of their work can help practitioners improve their practice, because evidence about impacts can help practitioners justify their claims for resources, and because such evidence can complicate current policy debates in useful ways, given that these debates are often focused on a narrow conception of youth development. Possible panels and presentations include: 

· Racial identity and youth development.

· How does teaching encourage political participation?

· What do we know about developing and sustaining critical consciousness?

· What difference does participatory research make for those who do it?

The research component of the conference will not be restricted to these topics. We will be happy to consider any proposal connected to liberatory education. 

SUBMITTING PROPOSALS

Deadline: January 19, 2009

The process for submitting research proposals is similar to that for the conference as a whole.  We need to know the following:    

· Contact person

· Organization/ School

· Title of proposal

· Summary of proposal (400  words or less)

· Which format is your activity: Panel or Individual Presentation? (We will try to group the individual presentations into panels.) 

· What is the nature of the evidence your presentation will draw on?

· Has your presentation been published? If so, please provide the citation or URL for it.


· Who is involved? (List names and titles of all presenters.)

· Are youth involved in the planning and execution? If so how? What ages?

· What days are you available to present? Please list all that apply: Friday, Saturday, or Sunday
· Will there be handouts? If so, what are they it?
· Supplies needed (markers, newsprint, AV etc)?

· Do you need financial support to participate in this conference? (Limited scholarships may be available.)
Create a document answering those questions and then submit your proposal online by visiting to www.freemindsfreepeople.org and clicking on “Submit a Proposal.” Please indicate at the top of your proposal that yours is a research proposal. 
